Moon Festival Picnic Announcement

Moon Festival picnic will be held from 10:30 AM to 4:00PM on Sunday, September 23rd, 2007 at the Ross Dock of Palisade Interstate Park in NJ.

All adult participants are responsible for your own safety and your childrens’ safety.

Schedule of Moon Festival:

10:30 AM 

Arrival

11:00 AM -12:30 PM 
1. Hiking for older students (suggest 8 years old and up) and their parents




2. Games for younger students (suggest 8 years old and under)

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 
Lunch time.

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Free Time.


We encourage our students to participate hiking and game activities. Students arriving to the finish point of hiking will get a gift card as an award. Students giving right answers for games will get a gift card as an award.

We will provide lunch, moon cakes, snacks and beverages at picnic area. Please bring your registration receipt to get food. 

The maximum parking spaces are 200 cars in the park. Parking charge is $5 per car. Since there are about 500 people of adults and children for this event, we strongly encourage parents to car pool and arrive early on that day. 

Ross Dock Directions:

The Ross Dock picnic area is on the Hudson River riverfront immediately north of the George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee, New Jersey.

· From Routes 4, 46, I-80, I-95: Take the exit for Fort Lee / Palisades Interstate Parkway. Continue straight on Bridge Plaza South past several traffic lights. At the last light ("T" intersection), turn right onto Bigler St. At the stop sign, turn left (east) onto Main St., then keep in the right lane to bear right (south) at River Road. The southern park entrance will be on the left. Follow Henry Hudson Drive about one mile to the Ross Dock circle and follow signs.

· From the Palisades Interstate Parkway (southbound): Take the last exit before the George Washington Bridge (Hudson Terrace). Turn left onto Hudson Terrace. Go south and at the second traffic light keep in the left lane to bear right onto Bigler St. At the stop sign, turn left (east) on Main St., then keep in the right lane to bear right (south) at River Road. The southern park entrance (Henry Hudson Drive) will be on the left. Follow Henry Hudson Drive about one mile to the Ross Dock circle and follow signs.

· From U.S. Route 9W: At Main St., Fort Lee, turn east (right if headed north, left if headed south). Proceed downhill and bear right (south) at River Rd. The southern park entrance (Henry Hudson Drive) will be on the left. Follow Henry Hudson Drive about one mile to the Ross Dock circle and follow signs.

· From Edgewater & South: Take River Rd. north. Near the top of the hill, at the Fort Lee border, is the southern park entrance (Henry Hudson Drive) on the right. Follow Henry Hudson Drive about one mile to the Ross Dock circle and follow signs.

· From New York City: Take the upper level of the George Washington Bridge to the first Fort Lee exit. Bear right and proceed down the ramp to the traffic light. Proceed south (right turn) to the second traffic light, then keep in the left lane to bear right onto Bigler St. At the stop sign, turn left (east) on Main St., then keep in the right lane to bear right (south) at River Road. The southern park entrance (Henry Hudson Drive) will be on the left. Follow Henry Hudson Drive about one mile to the Ross Dock circle and follow signs.

· Alternative Access (cars only, no trailers): Follow directions to the Englewood Picnic Area. The Ross Dock circle is one mile south of the Englewood Area on Henry Hudson Drive.

Tips for Hikers:
Perhaps owing to our proximity to New York City, many first-time Palisades hikers are surprised at how rugged our trails can get. Please be prepared! Some tips:
· Always tell someone where you're going and when you expect to be back. This is just good hiking sense, no matter where you go.

· Wear sturdy, comfortable shoes that are not brand new. Ankle support is crucial, especially on the Giant Stairs. Shoes not broken in will likely cause blisters.

· Take care of your body. Bring plenty of water (and drink it up as you go). Some basic first aid supplies are always a good idea, too, as are some snacks.

· Dress or pack for all possible weather conditions predicted for that day. Layers are the wisest way to dress for the outdoors—you can add or subtract as you go. We also strongly recommend long-sleeved clothing, even in warmer weather. Poison ivy thrives on the Palisades; ticks are common. Long clothing with a spray of repellant at the cuffs is your best defense.

· Look out for poisonous snakes. The copperhead snake is relatively common here, if seldom seen. Snakes tend to be shy, so simply watch your step—and don't reach up into stones you cannot see...

